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new life of Rowland HiU. But alas! there will only be post-
cards at 2d., and we shall have to do it all over again from
William Dockwra onwards.
Institutions and firms have their lives as well as indi-
viduals; and these too are of great value to the student.
Three  notable  examples  of  institutional  biography are,
C. Wright and C. E. Fayle, History of Lloyd's (1928): Annals
of Lloyd's Register' (Centenary Edition 1934): J. A. Scott
Watson, History of the Royal Agricultural Society of England
1839-1939   (1939).   Mr.   Wright   signs   as   Chairman   of
Lloyd's: the Preface to the Register is by its Chairman:
Professor Scott Watson edits the Journal of the R.A.S.E.
Among the first firms to issue their stories were the banks;
and as their story is one of growth from local to national
stature, it is of more than local importance.    If and when
we get a full documentary history of the Bank of England,
we shall, of course, have something of unique and central
value to English economic history.    An assiduous collector
will probably have a score or more books or brochures of
particular firms,  frequently presented by courtesy.   The
three last acquisitions to my own stock are H. A. Chilvers,
The Story of de Beers, Ransome's "Royal" Records, 1789,
zSjp, 1939, and xoo Years in Steel (Firth-Brown Centenary),
1837-1937.   The facts relating to their own business the
reader is not in a position to dispute, but even here one
must be on one's guard against incidental matter which is
not true.    Thus the Firth-Brown volume states, p. 30,
"On 20th July, 1837, the first railway train left Euston
Station en route for Boxmoor . . . two years later, in 1839,
the British Queen made the first Atlantic crossing under
steam alone."    But the Sirius and Great Western crossed
under steam the whole way in 1838, and the British Queen,
like all the early steam packets, had sails as well as paddle
or screw.   The only respect in which this ship was first
was in the placing of the contract for her (October 1836).
But the first contract fell through, and when the promoters
found that Brunei was likely to anticipate them, they
chartered the Sirius of 700 tons, a much smaller boat than
either the Great Western or the British Queen,   There is a
full account of this in E. C. Smith, Centenary of Trans: